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This paper investigates if and how issues of gender are taught in un-
dergraduate journalism courses in Australia. It examines published de-
scriptions of undergraduate journalism degrees and majors in 30 Aus-
tralian universities, providing a collective case study about the teaching 
of gender in journalism education. The research fi nds that no journal-
ism program offers a unit that specifi cally addresses the portrayal of 
women in the media or, importantly, the gendered production of news 
and gendered newsroom culture. This paper posits the importance of 
gender education in journalism courses, hypothesises why it is ignored 
as a valuable part of journalism education, and suggests how tertiary 
journalism education could address systemic inequity for women in me-
dia organisations by adapting its curriculum. 
Introduction
It	 is	 axiomatic	 to	observe	 that	 there	has	been	a	massive	 transformation	 in	 the	production,	
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unique	in	the	sense	that	it	is	constructed	according	to	the	beliefs,	values,	knowledges	and	experi-
ences	of	the	course	developers”	(2005,	p.	5).	This	is	a	significant	observation	and	underpins	an	
issue	which	 to	date	has	received	 little	attention	 in	 journalism	education	scholarship.	 In	effect,	















This	paper	 therefore	aims	to	 investigate	 if	and	how	these	gender	 issues	are	 taught	 in	 jour-
nalism	undergraduate	courses.	It	examines	published	descriptions	of	undergraduate	journalism	
courses	 in	 30	Australian	 universities,	 providing	 a	 collective	 case	 study	 about	 the	 teaching	 of	

























More	 recently,	Golombisky	 (2002)	 and	Densem	 (2006)	 confirmed	 that	 journalism	classrooms	
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have	become	predominantly	female.	In	the	US,	where	journalism	courses	have	a	long	history2,	






outnumbered	males	 in	Australian’s	 tertiary	 journalism	courses.	He	cites	Patching	(1997),	who	
found	that	females	outnumbered	males	in	a	ratio	between	2:1	and	4:1.	Putnis	and	Axford	(2002)	
































































































Queensland University of Technology:	Bachelor	of	Journalism;
RMIT University:	Bachelor	of	Communication	(Journalism);
University of the Sunshine Coast:	Bachelor	of	Journalism;
University of Canberra: Bachelor	of	Journalism,	Bachelor	of	Communication	in	
Journalism;
University of Notre Dame Australia:	Bachelor	of	Arts	(Politics	and	Journalism);
University of Queensland:		Bachelor	of	Journalism,	Bachelor	of	Communication	
(Journalism);
University of South Australia:	Bachelor	of	Journalism;
University of Technology, Sydney:	Bachelor	of	Arts	in	Communication	(Journal-
ism);









Swinburne University of Technology: Bachelor	of	Arts	(Media	and	Communi-
cations),	Bachelor	of	Arts	(Journalism)	started	2010;
University of Sydney: Bachelor	of	Arts	(Media	and	Communications);










Central Queensland University: Bachelor	of	Arts;
University of Newcastle: Bachelor	of	Communication	(Journalism);
University of Tasmania: Bachelor	of	Arts	(Journalism,	Media	and	Communica-
tions);
University of Western Sydney: Bachelor	of	Communication	(Journalism);









































universities	 offered	 two	 separate	 programs.	 For	 example,	 Swinburne	University	 now	offers	 a	
Bachelor	of	Arts	(Media	and	Communications)	and	a	Bachelor	of	Arts	(Journalism);	and	Monash	



































ing	ideology,	intertextuality,	semiotics,	gender and ethnic representation,	theories	
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 A gender and journalism unit proposal
So,	to	turn	to	some	answers:	a	gender	studies	focus	might	bring	new	insights	to	established	
curricula	in	a	journalism	course,	along	with	a	range	of	benefits	to	students,	and	later	the	industry.	
At	 the	 very	 least,	 all	 undergraduate	 journalism	 programs	 should	 investigate	 a	 collaboratively	
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